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	The firm was originally founded in 1954 by an Elmer Freed, who was a retired immigration officer, a fairly typical scenario at that time.  I joined the firm in 1970 having just finished a tour of duty with the House Judiciary Committee. Practice was very small. We had about five lawyers and didn't really have any paralegals to speak of. The firm concentrated on immigration law. And it was quite a diverse practice. 

When I first joined the firm, we had quite a large practice within several different ethnic groups in New York.  We had a large Italian group and we had a fairly large Greek constituency, and Chinese, other Asians, et cetera. So that's really how it started. Unfortunately Elmer died a few years later, and so I wound up pretty much running the firm since 1973, '74, together with Al Del Rey, who is the second name in the name of the firm.  

Having come from the House Judiciary Committee, I could see a significant shift in immigration policy towards higher-skilled migrants and away from traditional family-based immigration. And therefore we concentrated on the corporate market. And made that really our centerpiece. As we moved along over the years and grew, the practice became more of a corporate practice, although, we still have a significant number of individuals. But it's quite a different practice than where we started.
image1.jpeg
FRAGGMEN




